This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A decorative application, security application, 
security marking, security thread, or system for the verification or authe ntification of a 
document or object compri sing flakes which comprise Flakes comprising a polymerized, 
crosslinked or vitrified non-chiral liquid crystal materia l which flakes are in s aid decorative 
a pplication, security application, secu rity ma rking, security thread, or system of verification 
or authe ntification of a document or object 

2. (Currently Amended) Flake s A decorative applicat ion, security 
applicatio n, security marking , security thread, or system of verification or authentification of 
a document or object according to claim 1 9 wherein charact e rized in that the liquid crystal 
material is a nematic or smectic liquid crystal material 

3. (Currently Amended) Flakes A decorative application, security 
a pplication, security marking, securit y thread, or system of verification or authent ification of 
a document or object according to claim 1 5 wherein characterized in that the liquid crystal 
material is polymerise d^ crosslinked or vitrified * 

4. (Currently Amended) Flakes A decorative application, security 
application, security marking, security thread, or system of verification or authent ification of 
;a d ocument or object according to claim 1 9 wherein the flakes characterized in that they 
comprise two or more layers of liquid crystal material 

5. (Currently Amended) Flakes A decorative application, security 
application, security marking, security thread, or system of verificati on or authentification of 
a document or object according to claim 1, wherein characteriz e d in that the liquid crystal 
material has uniform orientation. 

6. (Currently Amended) Flakes A decorative application, security 
application., security markin g, security thread, or system of verification or authentification of 
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a document or object according to claim 1 a wherein Sy- eh amete ri z ed -i n-th a t the liquid crystal 
material has planar orientation, 

7. (Currently Amended) Flakes A decorative application, security 
application, security marking, security thread, or system of verification or authentification of 
a document or object according to claim 1 > wherein the flakes characteriz e d in that they are 
platelet shaped, 

8, (Currently Amended) F lak es A decorative application, „ security 
application, security marking, security thread, or system of verification or authentification of 
a document or object according to claim 7, wherein the flakes e ha^aet e Hze d4n4ha^feey have 
lateral dimensions of ftem 10 to 2000 microns and a thickness of #em 0,5 to 5 microns, 

9> (Currently Amended) Proc e ss o f preparing flakes A process for 

preparing a deco r ative appli cation, security application, security marking, security thread, or 
system of verification or authentification of a document or object according to claim 1 ? 
comprising by providing an achiral polymerizable polymerisable liquid crystal material onto a 
substrate, polymerizing po ly m e ri s ing the material, optionally removing the polymerized 
polymeris ed material from the substrate and processing it to form flakes. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) A decorative application, security app lication, 
security marking , security thread, or system of verification or authentification of a document 
or object according to claim 1, which comprises an ink in which said flakes are fek 
comprising one or more types of flakes according to claim 1 dispersed in a light transmissive 
binder, 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A decorative application, security application, 
security marking, security thread, or system of verification or authentification of a document 
or object according to claim 1, wherein the ink further hik aecording to claim -1 (>; 
eh ar a ete riz e d - in-th at it addit io nally comprises one or more types of optically variable 
pigments, 

12. (Currently Amended) A decorative application, security application. 
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security marking, security thread, or system of verification or authentication of a document 
or object according to claim L which comprises an ink in which the flakes are dispersed in a 
light transmissive binder in the form of a film Fife* or coating of an ink a cc ording to claim 10 
p r o v i d ed on a substrate. 

13. (Currently Amended) A decorative application, security application, 
security marking, security thre ad , or system of verification or authentification of a document 
or object according to claim 1, which is a Use-of flakes according to claim 1 for decorative or 
security applications, security marking markings or secimty thready or s yst ems- of 
v e r if ic ati on or authentification of documents or objects . 

14. (Currently Amended) A decorative application, security application, 
security marking, security thread, or system of verification or authentifi c ation of a document 
or object according to claim 1, which is a security Security marking comprising flak e s 
according to claim 1 prov ided on a reflective substrate. 

15. (Currently Amended) A decorative application, security application, 
security marking, security thread, or system of verification or authentification of a document 
or object a ccordin g to claim 1, which is D o cument c o mprising a security marking on a 
document accordin g to c laim 44 . 

1 6. (Currently Amended) A method for Methodef verification of a 
document according to claim 15 , comprising by observing said document through one or 
more linear or circular polarisers. 

17. (New) A security marking, security thread, or system for the 
verification or authentification of a document or object comprising flakes which comprise a 
polymerized, crosslinked or vitrified non~chiral liquid crystal material, which flakes are in 
said security marking, security thread, or system of verification or authentification of a 
document or object. 

18. (New) A security marking, security thread, or system of verification or 
authentification of a document or object according to claim 17, wherein the liquid crystal 
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material is a nematic or smectic liquid crystal material 

19 + (New) A security markings security thread, or system of verification or 

authentification of a document or object according to claim 17, which is a security marking or 
a security thread. 

20, (New) A security marking, security thread, or system of verification or 

authentification of a document or object according to claim 17, which comprises an ink in 
which the flakes are dispersed in a light transmissi ve binder in the form of a film or coating 
on a substrate. 



